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A 'must see' book 
Posted: Thursday, Jun 14, 2007 - 03:47:44 pm PDT 
 
By Paul Fugleberg 
 
New Mission Valley book just published is "My Montana — A 
History and Memoir, 1930-1950" by Jewel Beck Lansing, whose 
grandparents —Daniel and Stacy Syla — homesteaded in the area. 
 
Her folks — Lars and Julia Beck — farmed and ran the Round Butte 
store and post office for many years until selling the farm and store 
in 1950. 
 
Jewel was born in 1930 and tells of life in the valley during the 20-
year period. It's a real eye opener and insightful. I was privileged to 
write a "blurb" for the back cover of the book as follows:  
 
Those of us growing up in the 1930-1950 era will appreciate Jewel 
Beck Lansing's experiences. You needn't have grown up in rural 
Montana to appreciate them either — many western and mid-west 
farms and ranches shared the same lifestyle. 
 
No running water, no electricity except by generator; hand-cranked wall telephones and part lines; water wells 
that needed priming before pumping, country dances. And those WWII years of food/gasoline/rubber/shoe 
rationing; the theoretical 35 mph national speed limit; collecting magazines, papers, tinfoil, metal for the war 
effort; candy bar shortages, young men leaving for the armed forces, some never to return. 
 
Difficult days? Yes, but the challenges were met with ingenuity, cooperation, camaraderie and humor. 
 
If you didn't grow up in that era, you'll learn what it was like — and gain a new appreciation and respect for the 
folks who did. 
 
The book can be ordered through local book stores, inkwaterbooks.com, Amazon.com and other popular online 
and retail outlets. Price is $22.95. 


