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Waking up to history 
Brightwaters' E. Lee North pens a thought provoking novel 
By JEFFREY BESSEN 
 
BRIGHTWATERS — Edward Lee North's 12th book Snowflakes on the Don takes place in 
far off locales, but the Brightwaters resident brings it all home with characters that resonate as 
real people and down to earth writing. 
 
Despite admitting that age has taken a toll on his 83-year old body and communicating by e-
mail is preferable than by telephone, speaking in person with North is akin to taking a step 
back in history. 
 
His father, Edward Louis North, was a civil engineer who came to Wantagh from New Jersey 
and helped to build the Robert Moses Causeway and many other projects, including Union 
Boulevard between Bay Shore and Islip. 
 
"I was fortunate to spend all eight years in Wantagh through grammar school," North said. 
"My poor brother got stuck in the middle all the time. We moved to Bay Shore, so I got four 
years in Bay Shore." 
 
With a sidestep to Irving Prep (Tarrytown, NY), where he met Arthur Ginsburg Komaiko, 
who became the model for Jan Komaiko, the hero fighter pilot in Snowflakes, North attended 
Washington & Jefferson College in Washington, Pa. 
 
North served as editor of the Red and Black, the undergrad weekly, and later directed 
production of the alumni bulletin. His first job out of school was as sports editor of the 
Washington (Pa.) Reporter, one of the nation's oldest daily newspaper, according to North.  
 
Whether for writing or living, one of North's earliest motivators was a legendary baseball player. "I think Lou Gehrig was inspiration," he said. "I did 
my senior essay on Lou Gehrig; graduating from Bay Shore High in 1941. I Don't know if he really was inspiration for writing, but he was for me 
anyway." 
 
At the Reporter, North compiled a history of W&J football and recording that it was the smallest college to play in the Rose Bowl facing off against 
the California Golden Bears in 1922. The only scoreless tie in that bowl's history and the Presidents played the same 11 men on both sides of the 
ball, North said. 
 
After serving as the school's publicity director, North returned to Long Island as an editor, writer and later proposal manager for Bethpage-based 
Grumman Aerospace Corp (1951 to 1978). 
 
But there were no headier times than the late '60s to early '70s as the nation saw men walking on the moon, and Grumman built the Lunar Module 
that transported the astronauts from an Apollo capsule to the crater filled surface. North once attended camp years ago with Alan Shepard, the first 
U.S. astronaut to orbit the earth.  
 
"I worked with Tom Kelly, called the father of the Lunar Module," North said. "Kelly was an amazing guy. He was on [television] with Walter 
Cronkite many times. It was exciting, (Grumman) was the best company, they had the sharpest engineers and they turned them loose." 
 
Beginning in 1970, North's talents were also turned loose as he penned his first book, For this One Hour, a historical thriller centering on the 
slaughter of thousands of Polish army officers in the Katyn Forest. 
 
He also has written Redcoats, Redskins and Red-Eyed Monsters: A human interest history of West Virginia, Battling the Indians, Panthers and 
Nittany Lions, Chris the Rhode Island Wonder Dog, The 55 West Virginias, Mark of the White Wolf, along with collaborating with Arthur 
Dromerhauser on an Athletic History of Bay Shore High School. 
 
"I like putting characters in there and having them develop and see if I can make it interesting,"  said North, who noted that creating an outline of 
about 10 events and then adding to those is what ignites his writing journey. 
 
"Maybe if it's interesting  for me it will be interesting to someone," he added, noting that one example of good writing he admires is Taylor 
Caldwell's Dear and Glorious Physician. "You make an outline, then you can divide that down further in each one of your chapters, start to follow up 
and then things sort of develop as you go along," North said. 
 
Civic commitments included Brightwaters Village historian and serving as Islip Town Conservative Party Chair. Though he does not follow local 
politics as much anymore it is a big picture view that moves him. 
 
"But, what I really hope is that people wake up and recognize that there is a clique that is above all the politics and media in this country that is 
directing everything and its not defending the Constitution at all, its upsetting the Constitution." North said in response to what he wants people to 
get out of his latest book. 


